
May 9, 2017 Work Session with the Planning Commission 

A special meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia and the 

Planning Commission was held on May 9, 2017, in Council Chambers, Municipal 

Building, at 11:00AM, to conduct a joint work session on the zoning ordinance update.  

Council Members present included: Mayor Gene Teague, Vice Mayor Chad Martin, 

Council Member Kathy Lawson, Council Member Jennifer Bowles, and Council 

Member Sharon Brooks Hodge.  Staff present included: City Manager Leon Towarnicki, 

Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox, City Attorney 

Eric Monday, Community Planner Susan McCulloch, Zoning Enforcement Specialist 

Tonya Rumley, and Commissioner of Revenue Ruth Easley.  Planning Commission 

Board Members present included: Sarah Krauss, Ellen Wood, Ural Harris, Tim Martin 

and Joseph Martin.   

 Mayor Teague opened the meeting and acknowledged Tim Martin, Planning 

Commission Chairman.  City Manager Towarnicki summarized the zoning project and 

welcomed Frank Cox of The Cox Companies.  Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox 

thanked Susan McCulloch and Tonya Rumley for their work on this project.  

  Mr. Cox explained that this was the fourth year working on this zoning project 

and provided an update including the study goals, major concerns with the old zoning 

ordinance, and the new zoning ordinance with an explanation of keys to a “good” 

zoning ordinance.  The subdivision ordinance has been rewritten but is not complete. 

The ordinance was designed with the applicant, staff, Commission and Council in 

mind. Cox detailed two major sections of the Zoning Ordinance organization including 

improved procedures and plan standards and improved zoning district regulations. 

Cox explained the renaming and breakdown of the districts as well as the comparative 

regulations, lot and building standards.  Concerns were expressed regarding Airbnb 

properties and how those would fall under the zoning ordinance.  Cox explained the 

detailed checklist that would hold the applicant as well as the architect accountable. 

Concerns were also shared regarding enforcement of landlords and property 

maintenance.  
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Mayor Teague asked City Manager Towarnicki and Assistant City Manager Knox 

to consider a schedule moving this project toward a public hearing.  Towarnicki said 

the tentative schedule for City Council Meetings would be May 23 to set the public 

hearing, the public hearing and approval on first reading will be held June 13 then 

Council’s final approval would be June 27, 2017.   

There being no further business, Council Member Bowles made a motion to 

adjourn the meeting, Council Member Hodge seconded the motion with all Council 

Members in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 1:00pm. 

 

 

 

  

___________________________________   ___________________________________ 
Karen Roberts, Clerk of Council    Gene Teague, Mayor    

 


